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Instantaneous Conversions 


By Evangelist 


John R. Rice 


“He that heareth my word, and believeth on lim that 
sent me, HATH everlasting life ...is passed from death unto 


life’ — John 5:24 


“He that believeth on the Son HATH everlasting life” 


—John 3:36 


“He that believeth on me HATH everlasting life” — 


John 6:47 


The moment one puts his trust 
in Jesus he INSTANTLY has ever- 
lasting life. Everybody who is ever 
saved is saved: instantaneously. 
People are not saved by a process 
of living right. They are not saved 
by a process of church ceremonies 
like confirmation or baptism. Peo- 
ple are not saved after a period of 
probation, “if they hold out faith- 
ful.” People will not be saved in 
Heaven, on the basis of living a 
good life here. No, salvation is an 
instantaneous matter! One who 
trusts in Christ has everlasting life 
that very instant, is born again, is 
a child of God, has his name writ- 
ten down in Heaven, has all his 
sins laid on Jesus. He is “passed 
from death unto life.” Instantan- 
eous conversions are the only kind 
of conversions there are. 


I. Bible Cases Of Instan- 
taneous Conversion 

All of us ought to earnestly seek 
to follow the pattern of the New 
Testament. Preachers ought to 
preach like Bible preachers. Chris- 
tians ought to pray like Bible 
Christians prayed. And people we 
preach the gospel to ought to be 
saved like they were saved in Bible 
times. And that means instantan- 


eous conversions. 


1. The dying thief. The conver- 
sion of the dying thief, on a cross 
beside Jesus, is told in very few 
words. Luke 23:42 and 43 says: 
“And he said unto Jesus, Lord, 
remember me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom. And Jesus said 
unto him, Verily I say unto thee, 
Today shalt thou be with me in 
paradise.” How simple! How 
quick! The dying thief _ said, 
“Lord, remember me,” and Jesus 
said, “Today shalt thou be with 
me in paradise.” The very moment 
the dying sinner turned to Jesus 
for mercy, he got it! That is 
instant conversion of one of the 
most wicked sinners. 

2. Cornelius and his household. 
In Acts 10:43 and 44 we are told 
of the conversion of Cornelius and 
his entire household. “To him give 
all the prophets witness, that 
through his name whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins. While Peter yet 
spake these words, the Holy Ghost 
fell on all them which heard the 
word.” The context tells us that 
these who were converted magni- 
fied God and praised Him aloud, 
both in their own language and at 
least one other language which the 
Jews present understood, and Peter 
knew that they were saved! He 


Only 12 More Days! 


Tenth Anniversary Subscription Campaign Closes November 
15; Tennessee Pastor Sends 92 Subscriptions; Kentucky 
ae Woman Sends 100; Help Reach 10,000 Goal! 


The Sword of the Lord is ten 
years old. To celebrate we have 
put on an expansion program, at- 
tempting to get 10,000 subscrip- 
tions. We are offering the new book 
by Editor John R. Rice, THE 
RUIN OF A CHRISTIAN, 117 
pages, twelve chapters, for the re- 
viving and cleansing of Christians, 
with each two subscriptions, at 
$1 a year. This campaign is now 
drawing to a close. Please get your 
letter in the mail by midnight, 
November 15. The letter does not 
have to reach us by November 15, 
but should be postmarked on or 
before November 15. Therefore, get 
all the subscriptions you can for 
The Sword of the Lord and get 
your letter in the mail by Novem- 
ber 15! 


That is only twelve days from 
the date this issue is published. 
There will only be time enough to 
mention it in one more issue of 
The Sword of the Lord. 


Many Are Helping; Are You? 
A Christian woman of Camp- 


bellsville, Kentucky, has sent one/ 


hundred subscriptions to The 
Sword of the Lord. Some people 


paid for their own subscriptions; 


she paid for those of many others. 
She said, “I have these Swords sent 


to people to encourage praying for 
revivals and soul winning. I am so 
hungry for something real, for a 
great outpouring of God’s Spirit in 
our town. Not just our church, but 
others as well. Many country 
churches around here are pastor- 
less now, including. our own, We 
are sheep wandering around with- 
out a shepherd, not knowing what 
way to turn.” This earnest Chris- 
tian has taken upon herself the 
burden for a revival, and God will 
surely help her to bring it about. 
Are you doing your part for your 
community? 


A pastor of three rural churches 


ing, “It is my desire to place a 
year’s subscription in each home of 
my three churches. I have to date 
sent, and these have been given, 92 
one-year subscriptions. I truly be- 
lieve that it is seed sown that will 
bring a great harvest. It is without 
doubt the finest Christian weekly 
published. I praise Him for the one 
whé put me in touch with your 
magazine, or rather paper. 

Your work is a blessed one and 
I know your burdens and trials are 
great, but I Peter 5:7 and Philip- 
pians 4:19 are still in the Book. 


(Continued on Page 4) 


near Ripley, Tennessee, writes, say- 


“When Did You Get Saved?” 


By Evangelist Rolfe Barnard 
c/o Clayton Street Baptist Church Montgomery, Ala. 


“And you hath he quickened, who were dead in tres- 
passes and sins: wherein in time past ye walked according 
to the course of this world, according to the princes of the 
power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children 
of disobedience: among whom also we all had our conversation 
(manner of living) in times past in the lusts of our flesh, ful- 
filling the desires of the flesh and of the mind; and were by 
nature the children of wrath, even as others. But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even 
when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) and hath raised us up to- 
gether, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus: that in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding 
riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ 
Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God’”—Ephesians 2:1-8. 


Evangelist Relfe Barnard 


had evidently intended to preach a 
longer sermon, but the moment 
these earnest enquirers learned that 


they should put their trust in Je-|: 


sus, they did, and were instantly 
saved! 

3. The palsied man let down 
through the roof to Jesus. In Ca- 
pernaum Jesus preached in a home, 
and four men, bringing one sick 
with the palsy, carried him on the 
roof-top, broke up the tiles, and 
let the man on his pallet down into 
the room where Jesus was. Mark 
2:5. says; “When Jesus saw their 
faith, he said unto the sick of the 


palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven 


thee.” Jesus saw their faith, that is, 
the faith of the four men who 
carried him and the faith of the 
palsied man. And instantly He 
said, “Son, thy sins be forgiven 
thee.” The instant the man be- 
lieved, he was converted, saved. 


No matter how old and hardened 


in sin, no matter how ignorant, 
the moment he trusted Jesus he 
was wonderfully converted. 

4. Zacchaeus, the publican. Zac- 


chaeus was a publican, rich but 
despised for his sins. He wanted to 
see Jesus, ran ahead and climbed 
a sycamore tree. Jesus saw him and 
said, “Zacchaeus, make haste, and 


come down; for to day I must a- 
bide at thy house.” Zacchaeus hur- 


ried down to receive Jesus joyfully 
and told Jesus he planned to give 
half of his goods to the poor and 
to restore fourfold anything taken 


by false accusation. Then Luke 19: 


9 tells us, “And Jesus said unto 
him, This day is salvation come to 
this house.” Here was the publican 
already converted, already born 
again! Jesus told him to come 
down, that He was going to the 
home of Zacchaeus for dinner. Joy- 


fully Zacchaeus came down to re- 
ceive Him. And into that wel- 
coming heart Jesus came that mo- 
ment to save! Forgiven and forgot- 
(Continued from Page 2) 


wn 


People in Bible days got saved. 
They had what the old-timers were 
wont to call an experience of grace. 
They knew when they were saved. 
Do you? So many hope to be 
saved. So many say, “I think I am 
a Christian.” So many say, “I try 
to live right.” Lest you miss the 
mark and perish forever, may I 


|humbly yet insistently press the 


question upon you: when did you 
get saved? . 

In our scripture we have three 
great truths set before us: 

First, the terrible condition of the 
unsaved. ' 
Second, the crisis of the New 
Birth. 

Third, the change wrought in the 
life of the believing sinner. 


I. The Condition Of The 
Unsaved 

“And you hath he quickened, who 
were dead in trespasses and sins.” 
Paul uses contrast here. Before 
you were quickened you were dead 
in trespasses and sins. Dead, not 
sick. Dead, not ailing. Dead to 
God. Dead to God! Dead to a holy 
walk. The sinner needs, therefore, 
life—not help. He must be made 
dead to sin (not dead in sins) and 
alive to God. Such is the condition 
of the lost. 

How do unsaved folks walk and 
act and live? By contrast Paul an- 
swers, ‘Wherein, (that is, in your 
dead condition) we first walked 
according to the course of the 
world.’ (You were energized and 
empowered by the devil.) Note 
well, this is how they walked before 
they were quickened. Whatever is 
popular, ordinary and quite the 
thing to do, lost sinners, controlled 
by Satan, energized by him, make 
haste to do. Professing Christian, is 


this true of you? If so, I warn you 


that the evidence is against your 
being born again. This language in 
verses two and three is descriptive 
of the unsaved, How do you walk? 
Are you energized by Satan or by 
the Holy Spirit? 

But verse three continues the 
contrast, ‘Among whom also we all 


of attention, living as if men have 
no soul and spirit, following the 
dictates of the evil nature with 
which men are born. Remember, 
this is a description of the manner 
of living of people before they were 
quickened by the Holy Spirit. But 
God pity us, it also is a descrip- 
tion of many who claim to be 


} Christians: One must have a mic- 


roscope now if he would find evi- 
dences of the New Birth in far too 
many lives. . , 

By nature, that is, the nature ‘ve 
receive by our birth in the flesh, 
men sin as easily as water flows 
downhill. Being dead in trespasses 
and sins, with a nature that makes 
it hard to do right and easy to do 
wrong, men will land in Hell un- 
less a crisis occurs. And this leads 
us to our second truth. 


II. The Crisis Of The New 
Birth 
Thank God, dead man can be 
made alive. Men with sinful na- 
Continued on Page 3) 


The Editors’ 


Engagements 


October 29—November 12, re- 
vival services with Highland Park 
Baptist Church, Detroit, Michigan, 
Dr. William G. Coltman, pastor. 


November 19-26, at Ft. Wayne 
Gospel Temple, Founders Week re- 
vival services. Rev. Ralph Neigh- 
bor, pastor; Mr. Homer Roade- 
heaver in charge_of music. , 


28—December 23, 
with “The Back to the Bible 
Broadcast,” Lincoln, Nebraska, 
Rev. Theodore H. Epp, Director. 
Find “The Back to the Bible 
Broadcast” on your radio, if you 
can. Stations will be announced 
later for this important chain 
broadcast. 


DR. ROBERT J. WELLS, AS- 
SOCIATE EDITOR, will be en- 
gaged November 5-26 at Marion, 
Indiana. Dr. Wells may be address- 
ed in care of The Sword of the 
Lord, 145 N. Hale Street, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 

Will you pray for these special 


November 


| revival efforts? — 
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Instantaneous Conversions 


(Continued from Page 1) 
ten were all the years of crooked 
dealing, of extortion of the poor. 
Repentance was a heart matter that 
took only a second of heart-turn- 
ing. He was saved before he got to 
make good on any of his vows. Re- 
pentance and faith together came 
in the same instant; and he, trust- 
ing Christ, was saved. 

5. The publican in the temple. 
A Pharisee prayed a long prayer, 
telling God how good he was. But 
Luke 18:13 and 14 says, “And 
the publican, standing afar off, 
would not lift up so much as his 
eyes unto heaven, but smote upon 
his breast, saying, God be merciful 
to me a sinner. I tell you, this 
man went down to his house justi- 
fied .. .”’ Here is a man who pray- 
ed a prayer of seven words, “God 
be merciful to me a sinner,” turn- 
ed away and went down to his 
house already justified, no sins 
charged against him, gloriously 
saved! He may not even have said 
the words aloud. God saw his 
heart. And the moment he looked 
in penitent faith to Christ, he was 
already justified and went home 
happy. A wonderful example of 
instantaneous conversion. 

6. The sinful woman in the house 
of Simon the Pharisee. Jesus went 
to eat dinner in the home of Simon 
the Pharisee. A notoriously sinful 
‘woman came in as Jesus reclined 
on a couch at the meal. She began 
to weep over His dusty feet till 
her tears washed them, and then 
she dried them with the hair of 
her head. The Pharisee thought 
that Jesus. was no prophet or He 
would have known about the wom- 
an’s sin and sent her away. Luke 
7:48 tells us that Jesus turned ‘to 
her and said, “Thy sins are for- 
given.” And Luke 7:50 tells us, 
“And he said to the woman, Thy 
faith hath saved thee; go in peace.” 
Note that it was not the weeping 
which saved her, in fact, Jesus in- 
dicated’ that the woman wept over 
His feet and washed them with 
tears because she already loved 
Him so much; she loved much be- 
cause she had already been for- 
given much. The moment she came 
and trusted, she was forgiven. Her 
tears were the tears of love and 
gratitude. Her faith had instantly 
saved her. 


In fact, not once in the Bible are 
we plainly told that anyone had 
to keep pleading in order to: get 
saved or go through any process in 
order to get saved. All the converts 
in Bible times were saved instant- 
ly. It is interesting to note that 
none of these were even on their 
knees when saved! The dying thief 
hung on a cross. Cornelius and his 
household sat about or stood listen- 
ing to Peter preach. Zacchaeus was 
sliding down the tree to receive 
Jesus ,.joyfully. The palsied man 
lay of his cot. The publican stood 
in the temple. The sinful woman 
stood behind Jesus weeping. Peo- 
ple in Bible times just trusted 
Christ, with penitent hearts, and 
were instantly saved. 


II. Many Scriptures Plainly 
Say Salvation Is 
Instantaneous 
We have seen Bible examples 
of people who were saved instantly. 
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Now let us see Bible precepts that 
plainly promise instant salvation 
to all who believe. 

1. John 3:18: “He that believeth 
on him is not condemned: but he 
that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not be- 
lieved in the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God.” Here we are 
told that one who has believed is 


ino longer condemned. He is out 


from under condemnation for all 
his sins. They are laid on Jesus. 
Romans 8:1 says, “There is there- 
fore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus.” But 
here we are told that “he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already.” 
One who has. not trusted in Jesus 
is condemned. The instant one 
trusts in Christ he is no longer 
condemned. Condemnation passes 
away instantly when one believes 
in Christ in the sense of saving 
faith, that is relying on Christ for 
forgiveness. 

2. John 3:36: “He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son 
Shall not see life; but the wrath 
of God abideth on him.” One who 
believes in Christ already that in- 
stant has everlasting life. As in- 
stantaneously as a flash of God’s 
lightning, God changes the heart 
and forgives the sin of one who be- 
lieves in’ Christ. When you trust 
Christ, immediately you are al- 
ready saved. That is instantaneous 
conversion. ; 

3. John 5:24: “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on him that 
sent me, hath everlasting lite, and 
shall not come into condemnation; 
but is passed from death unto lite.” 
Here again the Lord Jesus tells 
us that. one who believes, trusting 
God the Father who sent Jesus in- 
to the world to save him, “hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come 
into condemnation; but is passed 
from death unto life. Or as the Re- 
vised Version puts it, “out of death 
into life.” That is instant salvation. 

4. John 6:47: “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, He that believeth on 
me hath everlasting lite.” Here a- 
gain in the very words of Jesus we 
have the statement that “He that 
believeth on me HATH everlasting 
life.” The moment you put your 
trust in Jesus you already have 
everlasting life. Instant salvation! 

5. Acts 13:39: “And by him all 
that believe are justified from all 
things, trom which ye could not be 
justified by the law of Moses.” 
Paul and Barnabas were in the 
synagogue at Antioch of Pisidia 
and preached to Jews there through 
Jesus the forgiveness of sins. And 
their plain statement is that all 
who believe in Christ are already 
justified from everything, counted 
just, Christ was counted a sifiner. 
One who trusts in Christ is counted 
righteous, that is, is justified. And 
when does justification happen? It 
happens the very moment one be- 
lieves. One who believes is already 


justified. That is instant salvation. 


When the Scripture uses other 
terms about salvation for the 
familiar word believe, always the 


|Bible speaks of instant salvation. 
‘When one repents it is an instant 


turning of the heart, not a period 
of doing penance, as our Catholic 
frieds have been taught. If .the 
Bible says, “Him that cometh to 
me I will in no wise cast out” 
(John 6:37), then it does not mean 
the coming of walking down an 
aisle, or of going to church. No, 
it means the heart’s coming to 


| Jesus, which is an instantaneous 


matter. And when the heart says, 


‘1“I come!” the Lord Jesus says, 


“I receive!” The acceptance is in 
the same instant as the 

When the Scripture says, “Who- 
soever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 
10:13), it does not refer to formal 
prayer. No, God means here only 
the heart-cry of faith. For in the 


—- 


following verse we are told, “How 
then shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed?” One 
who calls on God for mercy in 
audible prayer has already trusted 
in the heart and so the outward 
words of prayer are only the ex- 
pression of a heart faith that has 
already gained salvation, the in- 
stant one believed. 

All the teaching of the Bible is 
that people are saved instantly. 


Ill, What Instantaneous Con- 
versions Prove 

The kind of salvation that one 
gets instantly is an entirely differ- 
ent kind of salvation from any 
that one would get bit by bit, as 
a slow process. The very fact that 
Bible salvation is an instant sal- 
vation shows what kind of sal- 
vation it is. Let us see, then, what 
instant salvation proves. 

1. Salvation is not by man’s 
works. Romans 3:20 says, “There- 
fore by the deeds of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight.” Galatians 3:11 says, “But 
that no man is justified by the law 
in the sight of God, it is evident: 
for, The just shall live by faith.” 
Many, many other Scriptures make 
it clear that it is not by doing good 
deeds, that is, obeying the laws of 
God, that people get converted. 
Titus 3:5 says, “Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he sav- 
ed us, by the washing of regenera- 
tion, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost.” And the very fact that sal- 
vation is instantaneous proves it 
could not be by works. What works 
could a man do in a fraction of a 
second that would attain salvation? 
All he can do is in the heart, a de- 
cision to trust in Christ, turning 
from his sin. 

2. Instantaneous conversion can- 
not come by church rites or religi- 
ous ceremonies. All the six ex- 
amples given, Bible cases of in- 
stantaneous conversion, were saved 
without any ceremonials or rites 
of the church. A# were saved with- 
out baptism, saved without confir- 
mation, saved without taking the 
Lord’s Supper, - saved without 
church membership. I have no 
doubt that some of them were bap- 
tized, perhaps all of them except 
the dying thief, after conversion. 
But they were already saved before 
they were baptized. I have an idea 
that those who could, studied the 
Bible, and grew in grace as Chris- 
tians. But they were already saved, 
the moment they trusted in Christ! 
Instant salvation necessarily hap- 
pens in the heart, without waiting 
for religious rites and ceremonies. 

3. Instant salvation precludes 
any period of mourning or waiting 
or extended praying. The sinful 
woman discussed in Luke, chapter 
7, was weeping, but the tears had 
nothing to do with her salvation, 
for Jesus said to her, “Thy faith 
hath saved thee; go in peace” 
(Luke 7:50). Her weeping grew out 
of her love, no doubt, and her glad 
joy that she had been forgiven so 
much, as Jesus said. People may 
weep in sorrow over their sins be- 
fore they are saved, or they may 
weep for joy after they are saved; 
but in neither case does the weep- 
ing have anything directly to do 
with their salvation. One who is 
weeping and yet unsaved should 
quit his weeping and trust Christ. 
To weep for days would not save 


one, but the very moment one! 


trusts in Christ, then he has in- 
stant salvation, whether it is pre- 
ceded by weeping or not. To be 
sure, there is a heart-turning from 
sin, when anyone honestly comes to 
Christ and trusts in Christ, but 
that heart-turning is a simple de- 
cision of the will that may take 


but an instant. Zacchaeus slid/ 


down the tree to receive Jesus joy- 


fully, and the moment he hit the 


ground he was ready to make resti- 
tution for wrongs committed, and 
Jesus said that salvation had al- 


ready come to his house. 


In a fine article published in 
The Sword of the Lord the manu- 


script had spoken of sinners “weep- 
i ; 


ing their way to Jesus,” but when 
the matter was called to the atten- 
tion of the author, he instantly 
agreed that people do not weep 
their way to Jesus. People do not 
“weep ‘their way to Calvary. That 
is not the way to Jesus nor the 
way to Calvary. The way to Jesus 
is to simply trust him, and the 
honest decision of a penitent heart 
to turn to Jesus and risk Him for. 
salvation. We ought not to use the 
term “weeping their way to Jesus,” 
because that is not the way to get 
to Jesus and that is misleading 
and contrary to Bible doctrine and 
Bible example. 

With the sick man and his physi- 
cian it is, “I am willing for you to 
take my case; I trust you to get me 
well.” With the bride standing with 
her bridegroom at the marriage al- 
tar, it is, “I, Mary, take thee, 
John,” or a simple “I do.” And with 
a poor sinner and the Saviour it is 
a simple, “I believe that you love 
me and died to save me as you say. 
I here and now take you to be my 
Saviour and trust you to save my 


soul.” Salvation, since it is an in- | 


stant salvation, must be settled by 
a simple and instant heart trans- 
action. Jesus promised to save 
those who trust Him, those who 
come to Him. The moment we 
come or the moment we trust or 
the moment we receive Him, by 
faith, it is done. 

5. Salvation, then, is a miracle 
of God’s grace. A man might grow 
better outwardly by years of self- 
judgment, by years of correcting 
his habits and subduing his pas- 
sions. But no man can instantly 
change his nature, his own heart. 
So when people are converted in- 
stantly, that proves that God Him- 
self has worked a miracle. 
tion is what God does, not what 
men do. One who is saved thus 
becomes a child of God instantly. 
His sins are forgiven; his name 
is written down in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life. He has everlasting 
life. Salvation, then, is a wonderful 
miracle of God's grace. The sinner 
cannot save himself, the sinner 


Salva- 


cannot keep himself. But by in- 
stantaneous conversion, a child is 
born into God’s family. The new 
convert is now a partaker of the 
divine nature. The Holy Spirit now 


ives in his heart, literally in his 


body. 

Sometimes lost sinners are told 
that they must “pray through.” 
But no sinner ever needs to “pray 
through” for salvation. Jesus Christ 
has already paid through, and all 
a sinner needs to do to turn to 


(Continued on Page 3) 
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‘When Did You Get Saved? 


(Continued from page 1) 
tures can become possessors of a 
new nature, a divine nature, a 
nature that loves right and hates 
wrong. This is what happens when 
men are quickened by the power of 
God. It is not that dead men make 
themselves live. It is not that men 
with evil natures gradually become 
men with new natures. No, it is 
rather that dead men are made 
alive by the Holy Spirit and the 
new nature is given from above. 
This is what happens when men 
are saved. This is a crisis, not a 
growth. At a given moment the 
dead sinner is made alive and the 
divine nature is imparted. 

Has such a crisis been your ex- 
perience? This is what our Lord 
meant when to Nicodemus he said, 
‘Ye must be born from above’. 
This is what Paul is describing 
when he says, “Therefore if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are be- 
come new” (II Cor. 5:17). This is 
what he is saying when he says, 
“Now if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” 
(Romans 8:9), | 

When did this happen to you? 
Has this happened to you? Many 
can give the time when they pub- 
licly professed Jesus Christ. Were 
you made alive then? Did you re- 
ceive a new nature then? Many can 
give the time when they joined the 
church but are hesitant and con- 
fused when the question is pressed, 
“When were. you saved, born from 
above, made a new creature in 


is first made a Christian. Then 
with what joy I remeémber the time 
when I was saved, when peace, and 
power to say no to Sin an 

God came. tate 

You see I have been born anew. 
I was there when it happened. I 
throw it in Satan’s face when he 
would trouble mé about ‘my Sal- 
vation. I take him back to that 
hour when with burdened heart 
and soul I found life and rest and 
salvation in Christ Jesus. I beg 
any who read these lines not to 
be satisfied about your soul unless 
you know these was a definite time 
when you were saved. 

I tell-you, in Bible times, people 
knew when they received salvation. 
In Bible times people experienced 
a Crisis in their lives, and that 
crisis is imperative for people to- 
day. 

Suppose we call a few Bible 
characters to the stand. Just let 
us talk with Abraham. “Abraham, 
when did you become a christian? 
Did you just grow into it or. did 
you die just hoping you were sav- 
ed?” The answer comes flashing 
back: “No, I did not grow into be- 
ing a Christian. I was an idol wor- 
shiper. One night God took me out 
under the stars and said to me, 
‘Abraham, look now toward heav- 
en, and tell the stars, if thou’ be 
able number them: and he said un- 
to me, So shall thy seed be.’ and 
I believed in the Lord (who was 
to come) and God counted it to me 
for righteousness. I was saved then 
and there under the stars of Heav- 


Heaven rang when I was born 
again.” Have you been quickened 
by the Holy Spirit of God? Mil- 
lions now living with professions of 
faith, church memberships, bap- 
tism and some good deeds on the 
credit side have never been saved. 
Have you? 

But you say, “Preacher how may 
I be sure I am Saved?” I hasten to 
answer, and this question brings us 
to our third truth. 


III. The Changes Wrought 
By The Crisis 
- Does any one doubt that saved 
people live and act differently 
than before they were saved? Sure- 
ly Abraham did. He became known 
as the friend of God and the fath- 
er of the faithful. Surely Paul did. 
He became the great Apostle to the 
Gentiles and the pattern for be- 
lievers. Surely the evidence shows 
the jailer did for he won his whole 
household to Christ and washed the 
stripes of Paul and Silas. 

Yes, people who are quickened 
by the Holy Spirit are changed. A 
Christian is not some one who 
makes a change himself but some- 
one who has been changed by God. 
A Christian is not someone working 
for God but someone who has re- 
ceived a great work from God. God 
does not change the world. He 
changes the sinner. God does not 
clean up the hog pen. He changes 
the hog. 

Look what our Scripture says 
God does: “But God, who is rich 
in mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we 
were dead in sins, hath quickened 
us together with Christ, (by grace 
ye are saved;) and hath raised us 
up together, and made us sit to- 


— 


Instantaneous Conv. 
(Continued. from Page 2) 
Christ is to honestly, sincerely ac- 
cept Christ as-Saviour, depending 
on Him and believing on Him for 


'the foregiveness ‘which He has al- 


ready promised. Christians,’ those 
already saved, sometimes need to 


Jesus told about the widow who 
‘prayed through’ to the unjust 
judge and was avenged of her ad- 


versaries (Luke 18:1-8). Jesus told 


of the man who came to his friend 
to seek three loaves of bread and 
‘prayed through,’ that is, by his 
importunity he got what he wanted. 
And so may Christians keep on 
praying, pleading with God, for 
other matters. But remember, no 
one needs to “pray through” about 
salvation. That would not be in- 
stant salvation. The very fact that 
salvation is instantaneous proves 
that it cannot be received as a 
drawn-out process, as some things 
are received. 


4, Instafitaneous salvation proves 
that it is settled by a‘simple trans- 


action of faith. Many transactions 


are simple acts of faith. With the 
bank and depositor it is, “I deposit 
my money, risking you to keep it.” 
With the lawyer and his client it 
is, “I.depend upon you to get me 
out of jail.” 

Oh, imstantanecus conversion 
proves that salvation is the marvel- 
ous gift of God’s love and grace. 
And since God does it, and does 
it freely, for people who do not de- 
serve it, then anyone who will may 
be saved. 

Have you, dear reader, been con- 


pray through about other matters. 


ing life. 

“He that-believeth on him is not 
condemned”—John 3:18. 

“He that believeth. on the Son 
hath everlasting life’—John 3:36. 

“He that believeth on me hath 
everlasting life"’—John 6:47. 

“All that believe are justified” 


i—-Acts 13:39. 
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ONLY 12 MORE DAYS! 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Many prayers ascend daily for you 
an@ the far-reaching work you are 
doing.” 

Ninety-two subscriptions this 
pastor has sent to his own peo- 
ple! And he is resolved that not 
a family in his church flock shall 
be without a year’s subscription to 
The Sword of the Lord! How we 
thank God for pastors like this. 
And we believe that he is right in 
believing that “It is seed sown that 
will bring a great harvest,” a har- 
vest, we trust, a great revival. 

It is well to take subscriptions, 
giving others the privilege of pay- 
ing for their own subscription. The 
Sword of the Lord is a big bar- 
gain at_$1 a year. Some who can- 
not. pay for as many subscriptions 
as they would like, can surely 


show copies of the paper to their] 


Sunday School classes, to prayer 
meeting groups, or to Christian 
friends and secure their subscrip- 
tions. We hope many will do that. 
But certainly most of the readers 
of The Sword of the Lord ought to 
reach down in their pockets and 
take some money for the Lord and 
use it to get this revival weekly, 
The Sword of the Lord, into as 
many homes as possible. I believe 
that at least a thousand readers 
ought to send ten subscriptions at 
once. You would be prospered and 
blessed by the Lord for doing it. 
And what a blessed reaping in 
Heaven you would have because 
of the revivals brought about, the 
souls saved, the Christian helped 
by these same subscriptions! Will 
you be one of a thousand “part- 
ners” who will send ten one-year 
subscriptions to The Sword of the 
Lord? For ten subscriptions sent in 
at $1 each, you get five free copies 
of this beautiful, expensively 
bound book, THE RUIN OF A 
CHRISTIAN, by Editor John R. 
Rice, one for each two subscrip- 
tions, however many you send. 
This may include your own ¢re- 
newal. : 


Things To Remember 

1. The Sword of the Lord is to 
go regularly to eight pages in this 
month, November, God willing, just 
as soon as the car of-paper arrives 
for the printer. Eight pages each 
week, fifty-two issues a year for 
only $1! 

2. Many fine features are waiting 
only for the added space of eight 
pages. These include a series of 
articles on The Federal Council 
of Churches, by Dr J. Elwin 
Wright, Executive Secretary of the 
National Association of Evange- 
licals for United Action. Then Dr. 
Robert J. Wells, the new associate 
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editor, a brilliant young evangelist, 
will regularly run a column en- 
titled, “REVIVAL INCIDENTS, 
OUTLINES AND ILLUSTRA- 
TIONS,” which will bless every 
heart. We have material already 
in hand for some of these columns. 
YOUTH’S CORNER will be re- 
sumed frequently. There will be 
answers to Bible questions. There 
will be reports from the revival 
field, accounts of happy conver- 
sions. And week after week we 
will continue giving sermons by 
America’s foremost preachers. You 
ought to share this feast of gopd 
things with other folks who do not 
now get The Sword of the Lord. 

3. Please get your subscriptions 
all in the mail by November 15. 
Subscriptions up till midnight on 
that date are entitled to the lovely 
premium book for two subscrip- 
tions, and additional copies for 
each two subscriptions. 

Please be patient with us about 
the delay in The Sword of the 
Lord Office. Thousands of sub- 
scriptions are pouring in, some of 
our addressing equipment has not 
arrived, we are short on help, and 
we are doing the very best we can. 
We covet your prayers. But ear- 
nestly and specially we urge you 
to pray for thousands of new sub- 
scriptions that multiplied thou- 
sands of other homes may get the 
revival blessing of The Sword of 
the Lord in the coming year. 


Christmas Gift 
Subscriptions 
We shall be glad to get Christ- 
mas gift subscriptions now, and 
they count on this campaign. 
Plainly mark subscriptions that are 
to be Christmas gifts. When speci- 
fied we will begin the subscription 


FREE! 
With two 1-year subscriptions 
to The Sword of the Lord. 


Just send two subscriptions to The 
Sword of the Lord, at $1 each (a total 
of $2 for two subscriptions), and the 
beautiful book, “THE RUIN OF A CHRIS- 
TIAN” by Dr. John R. Rice will 
be sent to you absolutely free. 178 pages. 
There are twelve chapters specially for 
Christians, messages that stir the heart, 
that rebuke sin, that show how to live a 
good life, that stir revival fires in the 
heart. The book is beautifully bound in 
orange colored cloth. The jacket is purple 
and canary yellow. It shows Lot and his 
two-daughters fleeing from burning Sodom 
with his wife turned to a pillar of salt 
behind him. This picture illustrates the 
first sermon in the book. 


Many think this book will be as popu- 
lar as the author’s book on Prayer. 


If possible, send at least ten subscrip- 
tions to others you love. Reach down in 


“your pocket and do this good deed that 


others will bless you for. Remember you 
get one free book with each two. sub- 
scriptions to The Sword of the Lord. Ex- 
‘tra books may be used for Christmas 
presents. They are beautiful and fitting 
and popular. 

This offer closes November 15. Send 
your subscriptions as soon as possible 
to: 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD PUB. 


145 N: Hale St. 
Wheaton, Il. 
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2 my br ::: and Get this book FREE! 
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_~Read about this Australian home 


8O pages 
ILLUSTRATED 


with the Christmas issue and will 
send a nice card announcing your 
gift. Extra copies of the book, THE 
RUIN OF A CHRISTIAN, may be 
sent as Christmas gifts, too. 

Give names and addresses care- 
fully and correctly. 

Mark which subscriptions are 
new and which are renewals. 

Say where to send the free copies 
of the book, THE RUIN OF A 
CHRISTIAN, to which your sub- 
scriptions may entitle you. 
_ Address, The Sword of-the Lord 
Publishers, “145 N. Hale Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


When Did You Get 


Saved? 


_ (Continued form Page 3) 
God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the tempt- 
ation also make a way to escape, 
that ye may be able to bear it” 
Gi Cor. 10:13). 

What a marvelous change, ,No 
longer need Satan overcome. No 
longer need we be slaves to the 
lusts of the flesh. No longer need 
we go around seeking to satisfy.the 
desires of the flesh and the mind. 
The old man has been delivered a 
blow. God did it. Thé saved one 
can therefore live for God. Is this 
true of you? If not, are you certain 
you are saved? 

2. But again, not only is the old 
nature’s power broken but a new 
nature is given when we are saved. 
We were by nature the children of 
wrath, but now we are made “par- 
takers of the divine nature.” (II 
Pet. 1:4) Something new is this. 
It is the gift of God. It is the work 
of the Holy Spirit. The old nature 
now has a rival. An Isaac is come 
to dispute the claims of an Ishmael. 
By no stretch of the imagination 
can one conceive of acquiring this 
new nature by training or culture. 
It must come from God. And thank 
God it does. To be saved, to be 
born from above, is to receive this 
wonderful gift. And what a change 
it brings! Now the sinner loves 
righteousness and hates sin. Now 
his new nature cries out to please 
God, not himself. Now his heart 
longs to pray, though he is tempt- 
ed to play. Now he hungers after 
God, though the flesh may be 
tempted by the husks of the world. 
Now he does not like the hog pen. 
Now he loves the people of God. 
Now he is a different person! 
“What a wonderful change in my 
life has been wrought since Tesus 
came into my heart,” is his dailv 
song. This new nature in men, if 
allowed to control, sends mission- 
aries. across the ocean, wins souls 
across the street, and causes one to 
strive after holiness in his daily 
walk. 

Once I did not love the souls of 
lost men, but now I do. The differ- 
ence is that now I have the new 
nature God gives. Once I did not 
care to pray. Now “tis fellowship 
divine” and sometimes joy un- 
speakable to talk with my God. 
The difference is the new nature, 
when allowed to rule. 

Once the pleasures of the world 
lured me on. Now I am happy only 
when I am serving my Lord. The 
difference is the new nature. My 
friend, do you have this new na- 
ture? Does sin bring you misery 
now? When you fail and fall into 
the slime of sin, does if trouble 
you sorely and bring you to confes- 


.|Ssion and forgiveness? Can you go 


the pace of many church members 
today and at the same time have 
no heartbread and bitterness of 
soul? Can you enjoy sin? If so, my 
friend, I warn you about your soul! 
Beware! Saved people cannot sin 
and be happy at the same time. 
There is one vast difference be- 
tween the saved and the unsaved. 


for power to overcome. In the 
second place the difference lies in 
the attitude of one who has sinned. 
While the unsaved man may suf- 
fer no heart pangs of a stricken 
conscience, not so with the Christ- 
ian. Immediately he realizes his 
sin and if he will avoid chastening 
he must hasten to the Father in 
penitent prayer for forgiveness. 

I tell you it is not possible for 
one with a divine nature to sin and 
enjoy it. Sin has lost its kick for 
one who has become a child of 
God. 

Just here is a good place for one 
to take stock of his relationship to 
God. The new nature may be starv- 
ed but it cannot be killed. It may 
be abused but not erased. If you 
find praying and giving, witnessing 
and testifying, church going and 
service unappealing, while the place 


of pleasure and the satisfaction of 


the lusts of the flesh pull you 
without a prick of conscience, I beg 
you to give serious attention to 
the eternal needs of your soul. I 
tell you it is extremely doubtful if 
you are saved. 

Christians are not like slaves, 
driven to arduous, unpleasant du- 
ties, but like dearly beloved chil- 
dren whose delight is in doings that 
which pleases the Father. Remem- 
ber, God changes the sinner when he 
is born from above. The drunkard 
once in love with his bottle now 
hates the bottle and loves safer liv- 
ing. The worldling going from one 
pleasure to another now remembers 
with shame his former shallow, 
piggish life and now has a desire 
not to be amused but to be useful 
to others. The proud devotee to 
religion with his external piety and 
smug self-conceit, now realizes that 
God looks on the heart and pre- 
fers a broken and contrite spirit to 
a succession of formal exercizes of 
worship. I tell you without this 
change, Heaven’s door is barred to 
all. ‘Ye must be born from above’, 


|said our Saviour. There is to be no 


exception. 

And now I must conclude. But I 
press again the question, when were 
you saved? When was the power 
of the old sinful nature with which 
you were born broken? When were 
you made as Peter says “partakers 
of the divine nature’? (II Peter 
1:4). When did it become possible 
for you to be described in these 
words, “But ye are a chosen gener- 
ation, a royal priesthood, and holy 
nation, a petuliar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of 
him who called you out of dark- 
ness into his marvellous light; 
which in time past were not a peo- 
ple but are now the people of God; 
which had not obtained mercy, 


but now have obtained mercy.” 
I Peter 2:9-10. When did you ‘ e- 
come a ‘new born babe’? (I Peter 
2:2). And if you are able to an- 
swer these questions, I charge you, 
first, since the power of your old 
nature has been broken, let not sin 
have dominion over you. You do 
not have to. See to it you do not. 
Second, feed the new man. Let him 
grow. Let him have the victory in 
your life. : 

But if you cannot answer my 
question, I charge you that God 
requires a new Birth. I beg you 
not to be satisfied with a profes- 
sion of faith, church membership 
or anything short of a definite ex- 
perience of being born again. For 
if men must be born from above, 
it is also true that they can be. 
“The Son of man must be lifted 
up,” said Jesus. A full, honest, ear- 
nest surrender to him has gained 
a new heart and a new will for 
millions. Lost friend, make that 
surrender now. You do the surren- 
dering. God will do the changing. 
May the scrioture be able to refer 
to you when ~ou read, “Being 
born again, not of corruptible seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God, which liveth and abideth 
forever” (I Peter 1:23) 


WHERE WILL YOU 
SPEND ETERNITY? 


Notice to Soul Winners: I will send 
you FREE as many of the above named 
two-page, to-the-point gospel tracts as 
you can prayerfully use. I want the co- 
operation of Christians interested in 
reaching the lost with the gospel. 


- H. DUNCAN, 
Route 5, Lubbock, Texas 


OOKS Bat Winns 


“Acts” by Dr. H. A. Ironside, 
over 650 pages Paper covers, 


only $2; cloth binding, $3. 
Ask for big FREE catalog of ‘best in Christian 
Literature.’’ also information on _ this 30-year 
faith work, serving Armed Forces and others. 
Outstanding Christian Bookstore on the West 
ast. Service prompt. Satisfaction assured, 
Write today. 
WESTERN BOOK & TRACT CO., INC 
Dr. H. A. tronside, Pres. 
Dept. SL 1719 Franklin St., Oakland 12, Calif. 


GOSPEL SOUND FILMS 
(16mm motion pictures with sound) 

Scriptures Visualized films are 
helping pastors and evangelists 
attain a more effective ministry. 
They can do the same for you. 
WHAT THE FILMS ARE DOING — S8tart- 
ing genuine revivals; leading children, young 
poopie ane ecalts > ne 5 ag Christ; 

creasing interest and attendance urch 
and Sunday School. - 
FREE PREVIEW SERVICE — If you have 
not seen a Scriptures Visualized film buf 
have access to a 16mm sound projector, you 
may easily see one. Write us about our con- 
venient preview service. 
PROJECTION EQUIPMENT — We can help 
you get the sound projector and screen most 
suitable for your needs, at reasonable prices. 
Write us for particulars. 


C. O. BAPTISTA FILMS 
325 W. Huron St., Chicago 10, Iilinols 


Our 


His Life Story — 25 
The Peoples Church, 100 


AV 


Pictures — 40 pages. 25c . 
Bloor E, Toronto, Canada 


The original Christmas 1 
ures. The ideal a for children and an exceptional holiday home decoration. 


scenes a 
wise men, etc.) in full rich color on 
the Christmas 


Order 
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CHRISTMAS MANGER SET 


story in beautiful cut-out scenes and life-like fig- 

life-like figures (stable, Holy Family, 

scene and makes the story live for the children 
the complete Christmas Story 


Price — $1.50 


Cross Publishing Company 
Manufacturers and Wholesalers Religious Supplies — 
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fibre board. Beautifully portrays 
. Packed four- 
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